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O
ver the last few months, we have 

experienced more people coming to 

our community. People want to 

gather here because it such a great place to 

be. One thing that we do not want is 

people coming here to disrupt the way we 

live. There can be a lack of respect for our 

community.  

It could be cars and motorcycles 

driving fast on Lake Shore and Marine 

Parade Drive. If you see this happening, 

get the license plate and report it to 

Toronto Police 416-808-2200. 

Our Parks and Waterfront are left with 

lots of garbage, left behind from visitors to 

this community. If you bring things here to 

drink or eat, put the packaging in the garbage 

cans or take it with you when you leave. 

There are a number of people who 

light fireworks in our Toronto Parks 

which is against City of Toronto bylaws. 

This needs to stop; if you see it or hear it, 

report it to City of Toronto at 311. 

Fires on the waterfront and in the 

parks should be reported to City of 

Toronto at 311. We need the City Parks and 

Forestry Department and Toronto 

Regional Conservation to clean up all the 

debris that comes in off the Lake. It will 

help stop fires in the community.  

The residents are asking pet owners to 

keep your pets on their leash and clean 

up after them. Humber Bay Shores Parks 

are not off lease areas. If you see pets off 

leash, report to 311 the time that you saw 

it and the park. 

For illegally parked vehicles on our 

streets and in our parks, call Parking 

Enforcement at 22 division 418-808-2200 

and ask for Parking Enforcement or call 

City of Toronto at 311. There have been 

over 100 illegally parked vehicles towed 

from the community.  

Everyone should be aware that we 

have a lot of public parking available in 

our community: 16 Brookers Lane has 

over a 100 hundred spots; 30 Shore 

Breeze Drive has over 200 hundred spots; 

Humber Bay Park East has over 200 hun-

dred spots; and Humber Bay Park West 

has over 300 spots. 

If you have visitors coming to your 

unit, please let them know if there is 

parking in your building’s visitor’s spots 

and that there is parking around the com-

munity. 

On the water with personal watercraft 

(Jet Ski’s, Sea Doo’s), if you see them 

going too fast on the Humber River or in 

the Bay too close to shore, contact the 

Toronto Harbor Police at 416-808-5800. It 

is illegal to operate at greater than the 

unposted speed limit of 10km/h within 

30 meters or 100 feet of the shoreline in 

the waters of Ontario. 

Our retail and restaurant business 

owners should make their customers 

aware of the parking that is available 

around the community. The residents are 

tired of people coming into the commu-

nity and thinking they can park wherever 

they want; it needs to stop. The residents 

of this community have asked our City 

Councillor and our Association to work 

together on the issues with parking.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

BY JIM REEKIE ,  HBSCA PRESIDENT

HH

COMMUNITY 
MATTERS

HBS SURVEY QUESTION & RESULTS
QUESTION: Your HBSCA representatives are concerned with First Capital Realty’s proposal to the City of Toronto that includes 15 
multi-unit towers ranging from 22 to 71 storeys, which will add an additional 7,500 residential units (an additional 15,000 residents) 
to our geographically small community. Your HBSCA representatives are concerned about the potential level of additional density 
in our community. How much do you agree with the below statement: 

With 25,000 residents within a 2.5 km radius already living in the Humber Bay Shores community, I believe that First Capital 
Realty’s proposal for 7,500 new residential units on the Christie site, representing 15,000 new residents to the community, is exces-
sive and is a concern.

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES 

Strongly Agree 80.68% 1.871 

Somewhat Agree 9.14% 212 

No Opinion 1.34% 31 

Somewhat Disagree 3.67% 85 

Strongly Disagree 5.17% 120 

TOTAL 2.319
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COMMUNITY NEWS

BACKGROUND: In 2013 the City of 

Toronto convened a Mr. Christies 

Working Group over three sessions to 

develop guiding principles as a working 

template for prospective owners/devel-

opers in the planning of the Christies Site 

development. That Working Group was 

chaired by the General Manager, Eco-

nomic Development & Culture and Chief 

Planner, M. Williams, and the Executive 

Director City Planning, J. Keesmat. Repre-

sentation from the community included 

Humber College, Ryerson University, 

KingSett Capital, Metrolinx, Build 

Toronto, South Etobicoke Industrial 

Employers Association, Ontario Food Ter-

minal, HBSCA, Mimico Residents 

Association, Mimico Business Associa-

tion as well as Councillors Grimes and 

Milczyn and City Staff Planners.  

There was consensus agreement on 10 

Guiding Principles. Aside from 

Traffic/Transportation networks (GO 

Transit, TTC, bike lanes and trail linkages, 

sidewalks, streets) and infrastructure 

enhancements (parks, energy, flood mit-

igation), of importance was the provision 

for opportunities that capitalize on the 

strengths of the local labour market to 

encourage employment intensification 

on the site. As a finite land-planning 

resource, the employment lands at the 

Christie's/Mondelez site would continue 

to play an integral role in the local and 

regional economy – that is, the site would 

become an employment generator. Resi-

dential intensification was not included 

in any of the guiding recommendations1.  

That emphasis subsequently changed. 

Councillor Grimes explained in a brief 

article entitled, "Welcome to Ward 3 

Fall/Winter 2019 Newsletter" that the 

Christie's Site was to change to a mixed-

use designation.  In that news item, it was 

stated that a “settlement offer from owners 

(FCR) of the Christie’s lands was accepted … 

(from the previously decided recommenda-

tion to retain these lands as Employment 

Areas). City Planning and Legal staff recom-

mended that Council accept the settlement 

in order to avoid a contested LPAT (previ-

ously OMB) hearing”. As would have been 

expected through LPAT (or OMB) hearing, 

the community could have been represented 

– it was not.   It was stated that the City

decided this vs. “losing an opportunity to

make significant improvements to our com-

munity” to "meet the urgent need for more

City housing".

Regarding the stated “urgent need for 

more City housing”, HBSCA described the 

current population/statistics in the geo-

graphically small HBS community (HBS 

and Mystic Pointe)2. As of May 2017, there 

were 44 operating condominium corpo-

rations consisting of 11,170 units 

available and in-progress, new build 

condos with another 2089 + 1211 residen-

tial units amounting to an estimated 

25,322 residents as well as about 100 retail 

business operators.  The total property  

tax implications of these properties 

amounted to approximately $50 million 

(not including business taxes) per annum. 

FCR and the CPPIB purchased the 28-Acre 

property in 2016 for just $52 million3.  

The HBS density concern needed to be 

related in terms of its small geographical 

area, bordering the Humber River to 

Grand Harbour on Lake Shore Blvd West 

and Park Lawn to the QEW bridge. There 

is only about 2.5 Km affronting roadway 

on Lake Shore/Park Lawn in the densely 

populated HBS community. Arguably 

there was a need to determine if the 

HBS-specific area may or may not 

require a blend of housing options to 

satisfy “the enormous need for a mix of 

new housing in Toronto” (as stated and 

depicted by the City in FCR’s Develop-

ment plan slide presentations).  

Regarding a pivotal infrastructure fea-

ture, the Humber Bay Shores community 

drafted a petition4 addressed to Metrolinx 

and the Minister of Transportation to 

ensure that Metrolinx included a GO-Stop 

at the site, specifically to approve to 

new/additional GO-Train stop/Station in 

the vicinity of Park Lawn and Lake Shore 

Blvd W.  The Petition was signed and sup-

ported by about 1200 residents including 

three levels of incumbent politicians for 

Etobicoke South. This particular infras-

tructure asset was understood as an 

essential component in any negotiated 

agreement between the City/Community 

and a developer. 

There was a need to poll the commu-

nity on First Capital Realty’s proposal to 

the City of Toronto that would include 15 

multi-unit towers ranging from 22 to 71 

storeys, with an additional 7,100 to 7,500 

residential units. A one-question survey 

open to the HBS/Mystic Pointe commu-

nity was drafted in May 2020 to 

determine the level of support for the 

proposed residential development plans 

for the Christie’s site. The question was 

posed and open for 6 weeks on the 

www.hbsca.ca website. The results of that 

survey are included on page 4. HBSCA 

would like to thank the residents of the 

community for its feedback.

FIRST CAPITAL PROJECT BACKGROUND INFORMATION

HH

BY DON HENDERSON, PAST PRESIDENT HBSCA

1) Humber Happenings, Christie’s/Mondelez Site: Future Considerations Summer Issue 2016, p 22.  2) Humber Happenings, HBS Statistics, 
Summer 2017, p 17.  3) Renx Real Estate News Exchange Oct 28, 2019.  4) Humber Happenings; Spring 2016, p 7.
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T
he Humber Bay Shores neighbour-

hood has seen rapid growth in 

recent years through a process that 

began decades ago.  

Our area has a rich history that cannot 

be completely covered in this short article, 

but Humber Bay Shores has been a desti-

nation for people for over a century as 

hotels, motels, tourist camps, and dance 

halls once called the area home. But in the 

late 20th century the area took a turn. The 

old motel strip was becoming a haven for 

criminal activity, and the residents in our 

community began calling for change.  

In 1988 the Motel Strip Secondary Plan 

was adopted by the former Etobicoke City 

Council, which provided a basic planning 

framework for the transformation of the 

area into the mixed-use community we 

see today. The Secondary Plan outlined 

the area bounded by Lake Shore Boulevard 

West to the north, Lake Ontario to the 

south, Park Lawn Road to the West, and 

Palace Pier Court to the east. The Plan out-

lined the framework for building heights, 

number of units, road networks, and how 

the area would generally look.   

What many people do not know is that 

the waterfront was not always publicly 

accessible in this area. One of the primary 

objectives of the Secondary Plan was to 

capture back the waterfront from the 

owners of the motel strip. Through the 

Secondary Plan, the City secured 15 acres 

of private development lands in 

exchange for greater density rights for the 

property owners. This area is now known 

as Humber Bay Shores Park.  

In 2003 I was elected to City Council 

for the first time and inherited a plan 

that was already well underway. I began 

working with City Staff and the commu-

nity to address the gaps in transit and 

infrastructure that all this development 

was leaving us with. I quickly found out 

the nature of the challenges that the 

City is up against when it comes to 

development. 

Our City’s planning policies are gov-

erned by the Province through the 

Ontario Planning Act. Under the Planning 

Act, the provincial government can issue 

Provincial Policy Statements (PPS) to pro-

vide direction to municipalities about 

land use planning and development, and 

any planning decisions made 

by municipal governments are 

required to be consistent with 

the PPS. This is why when a 

developer applies for an “Offi-

cial Plan Amendment” or a 

zoning by-law change, and the 

City rejects the application, 

these developers can appeal to 

the Province to overrule the 

City’s decision. Our commu-

nity has seen this first hand with all the 

development along Park Lawn Road. I 

fought against this rezoning every step of 

the way because we wanted to retain 

these as employment lands. As we see 

today, we lost that battle.  

It’s not an easy task given what we’re 

up against, but I will continue to fight 

against over-development in Etobicoke-

Lakeshore on the recommendations from 

our City’s professional planning staff. As 

we’ve already seen, we won’t win every 

battle, but we won’t let them go without 

a fight.   

Mark Grimes is the Councillor for Ward 3  

Etobicoke-Lakeshore. He is a life-long resi-

dent, activist and businessperson in south 

Etobicoke. He can be reached by email at  

councillor_grimes@toronto.ca, or by phone 

at 416-397-9273

HUMBER BAY SHORES 
HOW DID WE  
GET HERE?
FROM THE DESK OF COUNCILLOR MARK GRIMES   

HH

HBS 1957
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Expert Advice

W
hile the first wave of COVID-19 may 

be behind us by the time this issue 

of Humber Happenings is released, 

that’s a question I have been asking 

friends and others I encounter on the 

walks I take most days in Humber Park.  

Understandably, some speak of the 

stress of being separated from loved ones, 

health concerns, or loss of income. But 

when asked about their experience of the 

pandemic, a surprising number speak of 

acts of kindness they have experienced or 

witnessed — things such as assisting 

neighbours with the purchase of 

groceries, leaving painted rocks with 

inspirational messages along our 

footpaths, checking on seniors or others 

who are having a difficult time, or 

expressing thanks to front-line workers 

who have kept our city running. 

I recently witnessed an example of this 

on Marine Parade Drive when an elderly 

woman in a wheelchair who was 

“walking” her dog got pulled off the 

sidewalk into a patch of mud. Seeing her 

struggling with the dog and the mud-

bound wheelchair, I was just about to 

come down from our condo to help her 

when two passing cars stopped, both 

drivers coming to her rescue. So easy to 

do. But such a good illustration of how 

easy it is to be kind.  

Clearly, many people have moved 

beyond coping with the pandemic to 

creative ways of responding to it.  

In June, Nanos Research released a 

national poll in which they asked 

Canadians to describe the most important 

effects of the pandemic on them 

personally. The top three answers were: 

• An increased appreciation for friends

and families (33%) 

• A desire for a simpler lifestyle (24%), and

• Less interest in shopping and physical 

possessions (14%).

These remarkable findings suggest

that during the lockdown many 

Canadians have experienced inner 

changes that they hope to translate into 

changes in their lifestyles.  

But I have also heard of other inner 

changes. Like any pandemic, COVID-19 

did not distinguish between political, 

racial, or religious groups. Consequently, 

it has helped many of us see the world as 

a single interdependent community. And 

often this has given birth to a new sense 

of solidarity with all who share our 

planetary home.  

This reminds me of the first humans 

to see earth from outer space. They went 

into space to see the moon but were most 

deeply impacted by seeing the earth from 

a new perspective. What they saw was a 

single, undivided, fragile planet. And 

they returned home profoundly changed 

because of this. 

COVID-19 reminds us that as a global 

community, our fates are inextricably 

linked. We are like leaves on a tree that is 

connected to all other trees in the forest 

by a shared root system and a deep web of 

interdependence. The deepest truth of 

our existence is that we are one.  Too bad 

it sometimes takes a pandemic to remind 

us of this. 

David G. Benner, Ph.D. is a psychologist and 

author who has lived in Humber Bay Shores 

for the past 7 years. After lecturing, con-

sulting and travelling in over 100 countries, 

he can’t think of anywhere he would rather 

live than our country, our city, and our com-

munity.

COPING WITH COVID-19
BY DR. DAVID G. BENNER

“So, how are you doing with the lockdown?” 
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FARMERS’ MARKET UPDATE: 

We are excited to announce that the market is still on! We are working to adapt our usual  
process to meet all the expanded saftey guidelines as set out by Toronto Public Health. Things 
are changing every day but we look forward to updating you on all of the details very soon.  

Follow The Humber Bay Shores Farmers’ Market on Facebook for the latest updates and check 
our website: www.hbsca.ca
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I
t has been an incredibly challenging 

time, to put it mildly. It has been diffi-

cult for everyone. Families, individuals, 

seniors, businesses of all sizes and coun-

tries around the world have struggled.  

And yet as Canadians, we are strong, 

resilient and we will get through this and we 

will do so with empathy and compassion.  

In July, I participated in a reaffirma-

tion of Canadian citizenship ceremony 

and it was very moving as I reflected on 

what it meant to be Canadian.   Even in 

the midst of all the chaos in the early days 

of COVID-19, #caremongering became 

our mantra.   

I think that symbolizes one of the fun-

damental values of what it means to be 

Canadian. We care about each other. When 

we get sick, we take care of each other and 

our governments are there to help.  

We are neighbours helping neighbours, 

small businesses being there for their 

communities and their staff, Armed Forces 

answering the call to help protect our most 

vulnerable, and doctors and nurses 

keeping our families healthy. Because 

that’s what it means to be Canadian. 

Canada’s success is because of its 

people. People who strive to live up to our 

shared values of peace, equality, and 

compassion, and know that diversity is 

our strength. 

This year our flag turns 55. It is a symbol 

of all that is good in our nation and of our 

identity.  

We are compassionate, but we are also 

a country of innovators and creativity. 

When faced with obstacles, we find solu-

tions. I think of all the companies that 

have switched over to making masks or 

hand sanitizer or other protection gear. 

We are a country of dreamers and cre-

ators. We have talented authors, poets 

and artists who are helping us laugh, cry 

and get in touch with how we feel over 

this crisis. 

In today’s world, many of our values 

are not present in many countries as they 

suffer differently. 

We are also a country where we under-

stand that our work to ensure everyone 

has an equal and fair chance at success is 

never finished. As we move to reopen the 

economy, there are many steps that we 

are taking as a government to support our 

industries do so safely.   

In May, we formed a new Industry 

Strategy Council whose mandate it is to 

assess the scope and depth of COVID-19’s 

impact on industries and inform the gov-

ernment’s understanding of specific 

sectoral pressures to help in our policy 

making. It will continue to meet at least 

for another six weeks as we look to 

rebuild and be stronger than ever. 

We are not over this yet and so it is 

imperative to keep practicing safe phys-

ical distancing and washing your hands 

and wearing a mask. We will get through 

this. You are not alone. 

James Maloney is the Federal Member of  

Parliament for Etobicoke-Lakeshore and has 

been a resident in the riding for 42 years. Prior 

to becoming the M.P., Mr. Maloney served as 

the City Councillor for Ward 5 and practised 

law, full-time, as a partner at Hughes Amys. 
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COMMUNITY News

FROM THE DESK OF 
JAMES MALONEY, M.P.
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lifestyle

WORKING OUR WAY THOUGH 

THE PANDEMIC
BY ANDREA THOMPSON

A
s you’re reading this, it’s August 

and this article was written in July; 

it’s difficult to venture into the 

realm of the unknown. What I can tell 

you in July, we’ve moved in the right 

direction and we’ve done quite well.  

Of course, “well” is the operative 

word here. Some have done wonderfully, 

some better than others and some not 

“well” at all. It is from this perspective, I 

thought it would be of interest to all of 

us to know how our neighbors and 

friends in Humber Bay Shores described 

just how they coped with this virus, the 

isolation and psychological aspect. I 

went on a search in our neighborhood 

and found people not only interested in 

discussing how they felt, but eager to 

share their experiences. Some even said 

it was cathartic.  

Let’s begin with a young doctor who 

has been in the area only a short time. “I 

adjusted quite easily. My practice suf-

fered but I don’t feel my patients did. My 

secretary and I were in contact with those 

who needed us. When we could, we used 

Zoom and others we called. As a GP, a lot 

of my time is spent calling patients with 

results etc., but that pretty much dried 

up. Personally, I live alone so I am used to 

solitude, but I really missed socializing.  

My dog and I run every day. I am eating 

healthy and I wear a mask wherever I go.  

I welcome the day we can return to 

normal, whatever that will be.” 

Then there was this wife and mother. 

“I can honestly say my life had been close 

to perfect. I have a career I love. I’m hap-

pily married and the mother of two 

fantastic kids. Of course I have my ups 

and downs but overall, I couldn’t ask for 

a better life. However, this hit me hard. 

In the past several months since Covid, 

my world has changed drastically. I 

found my life changed so rapidly in a 

matter of days that I couldn’t cope with 

everything. I cried all the time. I was 

scared. Scared of the unknown, scared 

because this was something I couldn’t 

control. There was too much uncer-

tainty, too much loss, too much 

disappointment in a very short time. 

Dealing with loss doesn’t always have to 

be in the form of grief or losing a loved 

one. I wasn’t coping well with the loss of 

my everyday life around me. Telling my 

kids that yet another event or activity 

was cancelled, telling them they’re not 

going back to school, changes in my 

workplace, I mourned the loss of my 

daily routine. I have always been a 

planner. Not being able to plan for 

tomorrow much less next week caused 

me so much anxiety and stress. These 

past few months have been an emotional 

roller-coaster. Living with this uncer-

tainty, I have experienced more downs 

than ups. I’ve sought professional help. 

At least something positive came out of 

this Covid experience, that is for the first 

time in my life, I am truly focusing on 

my own well being and mental  health. 

We are all patiently waiting for this ride 

to come to a stop. I believe we will all 

come out of this stronger.”    

A single mom with two pre-school 

children found it extremely difficult to 

cope with the isolation. “I probably made 

it more difficult than I had to, but I took 

this virus very seriously. I not only 

washed everything in sight, I laundered 

clothing, linens and towels every day. For 

the first few weeks, we went nowhere. I 

had groceries delivered. My mom 

brought extras we needed but never 

came into the house. My ex-husband 

didn’t see his children. I was virtually a 

prisoner in my own home. Try this with 

a four and six year old. I cried myself to 

sleep at night and woke up angry. My 

mom came down with the virus and I 

couldn’t visit. My life seemed a mess. 

Then about the third week I calmed 

down and accepted it for what it was. 

Roll with it or drive myself crazy. We 

started to go out. My children were hap-

STORIES FROM THE HBS COMMUNITY
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pier, so was I. I started to go to the gro-

cery store. I even got dressed up, heels 

and all, and made it a special occasion. 

My ex started to see our children again 

and we got along better than ever. We’re 

still not out of the woods, but my life is 

manageable and most of the time, 

acceptable, and the joy is coming back.”  

A Concierge in the area was more con-

cerned about the residents than himself. 

“I’m young, healthy and I don’t have a 

wife or children. What took its toll on me 

was the pressure from people looking to 

me for support and answers. It became so 

stressful I had to take sick-leave for a 

couple of weeks. I lost fifteen pounds in 

two months. I think it was because I was 

so worried about contracting the virus as 

not a lot of the residents wore masks, and 

also dealing with their stress. Now I 

spend my breaks and lunch hours 

walking along the lake and that’s been a 

real help.”   

My last interviewee works in the food 

industry. “I have worked in the food 

industry for fifteen years.  I am a people 

person and I need interaction. My hus-

band works from home and so when the 

two of us were thrown together with kids, 

a dog and a cat, it was tough. This virus 

not only stole our health, our livelihood 

but also our marriage. We were teetering 

but this took us over the edge. Not 

enough money, short tempers, the isola-

tion. But the financial hardship was the 

worst. I was terminated which was devas-

tating. I applied for assistance, which 

came quickly and really helped. Long 

story short, I too became ill but not bad 

enough to be in hospital and after three 

weeks I was well again. My children are 

my life and once we’re back on track, we’ll 

be just fine. I’m going back to work in two 

weeks and we’re trying to save our mar-

riage. I think everyone has a story, but in 

the scheme of things, I’m grateful.”  

As for me, I can honestly say I’m over 

the fear of this insidious disease. Like 

others, I’ve had good and bad days, but 

more “great” days. I’m in a business (real 

estate) that all but crashed but I have a 

partner who made things happen. My 

husband has been steadfast, consoling 

and loving as he has always been. I miss 

my family desperately; I miss their hugs, 

but we speak almost every day. If there is 

one thing I’ve learned it’s how to be 

patient, which was never my strong suit, 

to love and appreciate my friends and my 

home once again, and to realize we can 

do with so much less than we thought. 

Maybe this is a wake-up call for some of 

us.  I hope it is for me.  

Andrea Thompson has been a resident of 

Palace Pier for the last thirty years and had 

watched Humber Bay Shores develop into one 

of the most prestigious and sought after loca-

tions in the GTA. 

HH
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T
 he past several months have 

changed the way we conduct our 

lives significantly, particularly as 

we continue working hard to get Ontario 

back on its feet. Thanks to the collective 

efforts of our frontline workers, volun-

teers, businesses, the Canadian Armed 

Forces, and our families and friends, 

most of the regions in the province have 

now moved to Stage 2 of our Framework 

for Reopening the Province.  

One aspect of the COVID-19 crisis and 

recovering our economy that can be easily 

overlooked concerns the fraudulent use of 

the internet. With so much of our lives 

having moved online in just a matter of 

weeks, we need to exercise extra caution 

when navigating newly created online sys-

tems. Online scammers have become 

increasingly skilled at mimicking authentic 

content from governments and other 

trusted sources created to support families 

and businesses during this pandemic. 

 When it comes to government agen-

cies including Service Canada and Service 

Ontario, they will never contact you via 

text message, WhatsApp message or any 

other social media platform that may 

contain a link to apply for government 

funding support. Government agencies 

will also never demand immediate pay-

ment online using an Interac E-Transfer, 

your credit card, gift cards, or Bitcoin. 

 Scammers can also imitate other com-

monly trusted sources to take advantage 

of the current COVID-19 situation. Some 

examples of their scams or fraudulent 

activity include: 

• Selling fraudulent products that

falsely claim to treat or prevent dis-

eases such as COVID-19. 

• Impersonating utility companies

threatening to disconnect power for

false non-payment.

• Impersonating health officials with

fake information that you or someone 

in your community has tested positive 

for COVID-19, and asking for personal

information such as your health card

number. 

If you think that you’ve encountered a 

scam, contact your local police to report 

it. You can also contact Consumer Pro-

tection Ontario  or the  Canadian 

Anti-Fraud Centre. 

Here are some tips that can help pro-

tect yourself and your family: 

• Take strict measures to keep personal

information confidential and never

share details online, or over the phone 

or text messaging concerning your

credit card, bank account numbers or 

any other personal information; 

• Use caution when clicking on links

sent to you via text messaging,

particularly when coming from

unknown senders;

• Talk with friends and family who may 

be more vulnerable and possibly most 

at risk to fraud, such as our seniors; 

• Don’t respond to text messages from

numbers that are not complete cell

phone numbers or that do not verify

who the sender is. 

• Use caution on free offers or notifica-

tions that you have won a prize. 

As we move towards our economy 

fully recovering from COVID-19, let’s 

always remember that Ontario’s small 

businesses are the backbone of our 

economy. Their  recovery is critical 

to  Etobicoke – Lakeshore’s  recovery. I 

encourage everyone in Ontario to Shop 

Local and Shop Safe!  We all need to sup-

port these small businesses and help 

them get back on their feet. 

Christine Hogarth is the MPP for Etobicoke—

Lakeshore. She lives near Mimico with her 

husband Paul and her rescue crew: dog Bruce 

and cat Edward.

HH

FROM THE DESK OF

CHRISTINE HOGARTH, MPP

Community news

COVID 19 AND  
THE INTERNET
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RBC Dominion Securities Inc.

Questioning Your Investments? 
Get an expert second opinion on your portfolio

AN UNBIASED REVIEW CAN HELP YOU:  
Managing your investment  
exposure to Risk. 

Keep your Fees Low. 

Minimize your Taxes. 

Review your Will & Estate  
Planning & Financial Planning.

Michael L. Storino, CCIM, FCSI 
Investment & Wealth Advisor  

Tel: 416-231-3850 
michael.storino@rbc.com 
www.michaelstorino.com 
 Contact Michael today for your  
complimentary second opinion service.

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.* and Royal Bank of Canada are separate corporate entities which are affiliated. *Member-Canadian Investor Protection Fund. RBC Dominion Securities Inc. is a member company  
of RBC Wealth Management, a business segment of Royal Bank of Canada. ®Registered trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence. ©2015 RBC Dominion Securities Inc. All rights reserved.

There’s Wealth in Our Approach.™

HBSCA 
CALL FOR 

VOLUNTEERS
The HBSCA needs a number of volunteers  

to help with various programs and initiatives.  
Do you have a little spare time  

to contribute to your community?

Are you interested in a part-time job and  
have about 8 hours a week free?  

Do you like to spend time in your community?  
This may be ideal for you! 

CALL FOR  
AD SALES REPRESENTATIVE 

PLEASE CALL THE HBSCA AT  

416.792.4964
EMAIL: HBSCA@ROGERS.COM
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TRAVEL

THE FUTURE OF 

TRAVEL
BY KRISTA GARNEY CLUETT

A
s we continue through the Covid 19 

pandemic, so much of our daily 

lives is unsure and ever changing.  

While restrictions are slowly being lifted, 

many are wondering when they can 

travel again, whether to take a long 

overdue vacation or to visit loved ones.   

Unfortunately, this seems to be a 

“moving target” and the answer today 

will be different tomorrow.   It will take 

years before the volume of travel returns 

to pre-pandemic proportions. 

As a travel agency, we spent most of 

our time at the beginning of this pan-

demic getting our clients home, wading 

through cancelled flights and every 

changing restriction.   Then there were 

the cancellations, both by our clients and 

by hotels, airlines, and cruise lines.   

These continue to this day but now we 

continue to work on passenger refunds 

and what is called a Future Travel Credit, 

where instead of a cash refund, airlines, 

cruise lines and hotels are offering a 

credit for the value of your trip to be used 

in the future, when travel is again normal 

— whenever that may be. 

Know the Rules    
As you consider getting back out into the 

world, there are many things to consider.    

Every destination is balancing the need to 

protect their residents with the need to 

reopen for their economy. Health and 

safety come before money, so it is impor-

tant to be aware of the rules and 

regulations.   Once you decide to enter 

another country or even province, your 

local rules and rights do not apply.   Coun-

tries have limitations of who may enter.   

Many countries require mandatory testing 

upon arrival and/or quarantines — up to 

14 days at either the destination or a gov-

ernment facility and official monitoring of 

your whereabouts.  It is important to take 

this into account before planning any 

travel.  And what is the Covid19 readiness 

of the destination?  No one wants to find 

themselves in a situation where they 

cannot get home if local pandemic situa-

tions change while they are on vacation. A 

travel agent is a great resource to help sort 

through the regulations.   

Here are a few more helpful resources:  

• Government of Canada

travel.gc.ca/travelling/advisories 

• Europe reopen.europa.eu 

• Air Industry Updates 

iatatravelcentre.com 

Airlines, Cruise Lines, Hotels    
Each day, companies are announcing 

new protocols for reopening.    Tempera-
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ture checks or even Covid19 tests may be 

mandatory at airports.   Hand sanitizer 

and face masks are now commonplace — 

and often required. Deep cleaning is 

required for each flight. Food and drink 

service have been cancelled or limited. At 

first airlines kept middle seats open. That 

was easy when so few people were travel-

ling, but now, as demand is increasing, 

they are filling in.   Bringing a plane back 

into the sky is a challenge. Any plane 

that’s been sitting for more than 30 days 

has to go through a recertification pro-

gram with the FAA, so do pilots.    

Itineraries will all have to be reworked – 

but which comes first, the flight schedule 

or the passenger demand?   Many compa-

nies are embracing online meetings – 

Zoom etc. – so business travellers may not 

be purchasing the high revenue seats, and 

this could affect the prices. 

Hotels also bring together guests from all 

parts of the country and internationally. It is 

extremely important to implement new 

hygiene protocols for the safety of staff and 

guests.   Room service may no longer be 

offered, buffet breakfasts may be discon-

tinued although some hotels are 

experimenting with pre-packaged meals.   

Hotel chains now include cleanliness in 

their advertising campaigns.  

Despite the fact that the vast majority of 

over 270 cruise ships remained Covid19 

free, the cruise industry was hit with some 

of the worst press and will have a lot to 

overcome before getting back to business.   

Long one of the most regulated industries 

for hygiene, cruise lines are working hard 

to implement even stricter protocols.   

When cruise ships return to sailing will 

also depend on the countries they visit.   

Cruise passengers are some of the most 

loyal travellers and have been rebooking 

cancelled vacations at a high rate.  

But Travel Will Not Wait  
for Tomorrow 
Despite all this, there is a pent-up desire to 

get away from it all.   After weeks, months 

of isolation in their own homes, people 

are chomping at the bit to get away from it 

all.    Some are choosing to take road trips, 

some are renting cottages or villas, some 

are flying by private jets … all driven by the 

need for social distancing. These are smart 

short-term strategies and great solutions 

for making sure you get away in the 

coming months. 

There have always been people who 

have put off major dream trips, saving 

them for when their kids are grown, when 

they’ve finished the renovation on their 

house, or when they’ve retired.   What 

we’re hearing from our clients now that 

COVID-19 has messed up many of life’s 

plans is that they want to do “the trip of a 

lifetime” as soon as possible. The common 

sentiment is to “do it while you can”.  

After months of home schooling, 

many parents are desperate for a way to 

keep their kids engaged and motivated.   

Travel has always been one of the most 

effective ways to educate children (and 

adults) by physically visiting places and 

opening the doors of curiosity.    And the 

motivation to learn about a different 

place is triggered the moment you have a 

trip on the calendar—even if it is a year 

away. With more time at home, there’s 

more time to research the places you’ll 

go. There are books to read, maps to 

examine, movies to watch, local customs 

to learn about, languages to study, foods 

to look forward to tasting.… education 

before you even leave your house.   The 

anticipation of a trip is half the fun – and 

now there is time to do it all. 

The New Travel Trend?    
There is a growing demand for domestic 

trips.   Campsites at National and Provin-

cial Parks filled early.    As we move 

through Covid phases, people are 

spending more time with family and 

friends.   And many are taking advantage 

of greatly reduced rates for future travel.   

Most of these rates come along with 

lenient cancellation and change terms so 

taking advantage of these rates incurs 

little risk.    Once travel truly comes back, 

a year’s worth of pent up demand will 

drive prices up and those that thought 

ahead will reap the rewards. 

Ready to be inspired? For more information 

visit www.HumberBayTravel.com 

Humber Bay Travel, 88 Palace Pier Ct. #103.  

416-236-2266 • info@HumberBayTravel.com

HH
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Community news

SHELL-SHOCKED AT 
HUMBER BAY PARK

V
andalism has always existed, but it 

has undeniably increased. Public 

parks are all too often perceived as 

playgrounds for vandals. Park fixtures are 

objects to be destroyed, the soil to be 

turned into open-air dumps, and drift-

wood and dead wood to be set on fire. 

Spring and summer have been beau-

tiful, and many people are eager to be 

outdoors. Humber Bay Shores and 

Humber Bay Park have been inundated 

with pleasure seekers who want to enjoy 

the beautiful lakeshore, but unfortu-

nately some don’t seem to care about the 

natural environment and the wildlife 

therein. There have been far too many 

instances of excessive partying into the 

wee hours of the morning with people 

“camping” overnight, and “celebratory” 

fireworks have become regular events. 

Much has been written about the effects 

of fireworks on the environment, which 

the reader may research, but with COVID-

19 there have also been disturbing and 

terrible occurrences of irresponsibly dis-

posed face masks and rubber gloves 

strewn about. Practically anything that is 

left on the grass and beach ends up in the 

waterways, further polluting the environ-

ment. This must end. 

A particularly blatant example of van-

dalism in Humber Bay Park occurred 

against wildlife as well. Some people wit-

nessed a snapping turtle laying her eggs, 

and there was much excitement all 

around. Soon after, the nest of snapping 

turtle eggs was boxed off and protected by 

the Toronto Region and Conservation 

Authority, but it was repeatedly dis-

turbed, and at one point some 

mean-spirited (or perhaps simply mind-

less) person(s) deliberately threw a heavy 

rock on top of the protective screen. Con-

cerned area residents later removed the 

rock. We hope the eggs are still viable, as 

they should hatch by the end of summer. 

If they are indeed still viable, the eggs 

may be transferred to the Ontario Turtle 

Conservation Centre where they will be 

incubated. 

As I write this, there is an almost total 

lack of surveillance within the park in the 

evenings and especially at night. Although 

there have been some police officers and 

some by-law officers in the area, rarely are 

they present very late at night when infrac-

tions and vandalism occur. Police do not 

issue fines for by-law infractions; by-law 

officers do this, and they may require 

police presence in escalating and/or dan-

gerous situations. Further and increased 

funding for more by-law officers and 

patrols is absolutely necessary. Hopefully 

this situation will have changed at the pub-

lication of this article, and night patrols 

will be taking place.  

Please call 311 to report by-law infrac-

tions and contact your local city 

councillor, and please throw facemasks 

and rubber gloves in the trash. As the 

saying goes, “we’re all in this together.” HH

For more information or to become  
a member follow us on Facebook 
(Friends of Humber Bay Park) 
friendsofhumberbaypark@gmail.com

BY BRUNO CLAUSI
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A Heartfelt Thank You 
to the HBS Community

Our community is very fortunate to be located in an area which offers 

beautiful views that engender feelings of peace and tranquility. Even 

though our condominium amenities have not been available to us, we 

have nevertheless been able to enjoy some of the amenities usually 

offered by cottage living through simply taking a walk outside. We are 

now seeing how desirable Humber Bay Shores is to so many who  

are now able to visit our community. 

The uncertainty we have been faced with throughout the world 

 has given us the opportunity to be supportive of each other,  

and the businesses in our community.  

We have gained a renewed appreciation for where we live and for  

the wonderful restaurants and businesses who have managed to eke  

out an existence during this pandemic, thanks in large part to the 

people in our community. 

The HBSCA would like to sincerely thank you  
for your continued support.
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