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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

COMMUNITY
MATTERS
BY JIM REEKIE, HBSCA PRESIDENT

reetings to the HBS Community, I hope that you and your families are well.
The HBSCA has been working with the city on the Traﬃc Master Plan for
six years; our main goal was to look at ways to improve traﬃc in the area.
The TMP team have come up with multiple plans that don’t address the needs
of our community. The HBSCA in turn have sent a letter to Councilor Grimes,
Toronto City Mayor Tory and the TMP team. We are awaiting their response.
There is a meeting set to hear what the response is and potentially what a new
proposal for our community will be. This meeting is taking place during the
production of our summer issue and subsequent deadlines are falling all within
the same timing. Therefore, we will update our community members via our
website and also print a recap in our Fall Issue.
Below is a copy of the letter sent by the HBSCA to Councilor Grimes, Mayor
Tory and the TMP team:
“Toronto City staﬀ has worked on the Traﬃc Master Plan for the past 6 years.
The main goal was to try and ﬁnd ways to alleviate traﬃc in the HBS community.
What the TMP staﬀ has put forward will not resolve the issue experienced in our
community, especially under normal circumstances.
The TMP Study Area has limited transportation network connections, with future
growth placing additional demands on the network. The HBSCA supports the TMP’s
integrated approach to improving current and future transportation network connections.
The HBSCA has long standing concerns with background traﬃc in the Park Lawn
and Lake Shore Blvd. West areas of our community. We have communicated volume,
congestion, safety and air quality concerns over the last few years in the context of
the Christie’s Planning Study and the TMP Study.
Our experience is that new roads in our community increase background traﬃc.
This has been demonstrated by traﬃc use of Marine Parade Drive to access east
bound Lake Shore Blvd. West. In our view Street A in the Christie’s Planning Study
would replicate our Marine Parade Drive experience placing more background traﬃc
on Lake Shore Blvd. West particularly on the narrow west side of the Humber River.
The TMP study has identiﬁed Alternative 4B as the preliminary preferred solution
to improving network connections. This alternative has Street A connecting to Lake
Shore Blvd. West with a Gardiner ramp from Lake Shore Blvd. West further to the
east. Alternative 4B will increase traﬃc on Lake Shore Blvd. West.
The HBSCA can support Alternative 3 (Additional Traﬃc Capacity, Modiﬁed Gardiner Ramps, New Lake Shore Ramp) with traﬃc restrictions from Street A to Lake
Shore Blvd. West. Alternative 3 does not burden Lake Shore Blvd. West.
HBSCA appreciates the opportunity to provide our perspective on the transportation network connections of the TMP.” HH

G
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COMMUNITY News

HBS FARMERS’ MARKET
MID-SUMMER UPDATE
OUR LOCAL MARKET FEATURES A WORLD OF FLAVOUR
BY ZACHARIE WEINGARTEN
s our city slowly returns to normal,
I’m happy to report that the Humber
Bay Shores Farmers’ Market is
thriving and feeling as lively as ever. On top
of our incredible fresh from the farm
produce and baked goods, this year our
market oﬀers our over 2,000 weekly
visitors more opportunities than ever
before to experience a bounty of ﬂavours
inspired by cultures from all over the world.
Take a closer look at just a few of the
ethnic cuisines available each weekend at
our market:

A

MAD MEXICAN

TITA’S MEXICAN FOOD

Inspired by a grandmother’s recipe, Mad
Mexican oﬀers artisanal tortilla chips and
dips. The company is growing rapidly and
can be found at many boutique food
markets in the city; however, they prepare a
special combo deal for our market visitors.

Savvy diners will recognize this family’s
tasty tacos from their restaurant just
down the street in Mimico. We highly
recommend the Tacos de Pastor Vegano,
delicious pieces of cauliﬂower marinated
in spices, chiles, pineapples and onions
and cooked to perfection on the grill.

TIBETAN MOMOS
When
this
small
family-owned
restaurant joined us last year, it was for
many of us the ﬁrst time trying these
tibetan-style dumplings. Oﬀered in beef
and vegan varieties, these Momos are
prepared with local ingredients and have
become a market favourite.

JAFFA LAFFA

diﬀerent ﬂavours, House of Empanadas
has been a market staple for more than
half a decade.

VELIOTIKO OILS
Each year, the family behind this Ontario
small business return to Greece to harvest
a new crop of olives from the family farm.
Cold-pressed and prepared to ensure the
high quality, the resulting oil is brought
back to Canada to be enjoyed by the local
community

INSPIRED BY THE CARIBBEAN

Inspired by a trip back to the family home
in the ancient city of Jaﬀa, this market
newcomer oﬀers a traditional middle
eastern style recipe using Canadian
chickpeas and garlic with no preservatives.
It’s best to make this booth one of your ﬁrst
stops of the day because they tend to sell
out each week!

Friends of Potager du Kanada, they’ve been
tagging along with our favourite organic
farmers to oﬀer a mix of Caribbean and
Canadian comfort foods. All products are
vegan with many gluten-free options.

HOUSE OF EMPANADAS

These are just a few of the diverse
tastes to be found at the market. If that
catches your interest, there is so much
more to discover by visiting the market,
9am-2pm, each Saturday in Humber Bay
Park West until Thanksgiving. HH

A chef from Argentina moved to Toronto
armed with his mother’s recipe and a
dream to bring empanada excellence to
the city. Oﬀering a wide variety of

Zach Weingarten is returning for his
fourth year as Market Manager. He can be
reached at zweingarten@gmail.com
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local business feature

LIFE’S UNDERTAKINGS
WHY YOUR BUCKET LIST ISN’T WORKING
BY BRAD JONES
ife is not long” was a powerful
observation made by Samuel
Johnson more than 200 years
ago. There’s something chilling about
four words that tell us a simple truth we’d
rather not face, especially when we can
chirp pithy clichés like “Life is short!” and
“Live life to the fullest!”.
The questions I’m wrestling with right
now as I recall looking at a birthday cake
resembling an inferno: what is my life
full of? I have a full life… of what? What’s
in my bucket right now? And is there
really any more room to add more things
to see, feel and do?
People who’ve been shattered by death
know that not all of us are granted the
precious gift of a long, healthy life. As a
city and country, we know this hard truth
achingly in our bones and hearts. When
people die, especially young people, jokes
about “kicking the bucket” are silent.
Death always demands and commands
reverence. So does love.
All of us want to be happy and feel that
our lives have meaning and impact. Yet
we face a real conundrum when (if) we’re
privileged enough to grow old – especially in the face of an “anti-aging”
culture — and really evaluate what or
who brings happiness.
By mid-life you’ve picked up enough
cuts and bruises to know on some level
that things don’t make you happy. Or at
least not for long. And people don’t make
you happy, either. (Just ask your ex.) What
a rub to discover half-way through life that

“L

8 HUMBER HAPPENINGS | SUMMER 2021

it’s not other people’s job to bring happiness to your life; that’s your job alone.
As I looked down the barrel of 50, I
realize I am the only resident inside my
skull-sized kingdom and my kingdom’s
treasures are not to be found on some
imaginary bucket list.
Let’s face it. A bucket list isn’t really
about kicking the bucket. A bucket list is
a culturally accepted way to procrastinate
and/or admire something or someplace
publicly and then take zero action. Don’t
believe me? How many people do you
know who have a tangible bucket list? I
am referring to a classic To Do List similar
to a grocery list or “Honey, To Do”
weekend list.
When adults and some teenagers with
middle-aged souls encounter something
they really, really love and really, really
want to experience — in other words,
something beyond feeling safe, secure
and comfortable – they holler into the
void, “I’m putting that on my bucket list!”
which way too often translates into a
death-bed reﬂection like, “Darn it. I never
went to Peru”.
Have you ever heard the adage that the
richest place in the city is the graveyard?
It’s where all our treasures are buried.
Substitute the word “treasure” with
“bucket list.” Your treasures are what’s in
your life now. Your treasures are your
dreams realized. Your treasures are the
gems and jewels you leave behind
through your example. Treasures are not
what you had in this world. Treasures are

how you grew in this world and helped
the rest of us grow too.
Life is not long. So why bother continually ﬁlling a bulging bucket and hauling
around a weight called Someday? The next
time you see something that ﬁlls you with
joy and excitement, take one tiny step
towards it today. Give that dream ﬁve minutes of your precious and limited time.
Yes, it’s a hard truth especially as a
birthday rolls in bright: we all have one
foot in the grave. Happily, we can ﬁll our
hearts with something more eternal than
death: the courage to make our dreams
real so those we leave behind will be
reminded how to live in happiness. HH

Brad Jones is the president of Ridley Funeral
Home, a locally owned & commission free
funeral services business, located at 3080
Lake Shore Blvd in Etobicoke. Brad and his
wife Jody and their six children all live in residence. If you have any questions, please reach
out via phone: 416-259-3705 or by email
at bradjones@ridleyfuneralhome.com.
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James
Maloney M.P.
Etobicoke-Lakeshore

We are almost there. All vaccines
approved in Canada are safe and
effective. PLEASE GET VACCINATED.
Find out where and how:
www.toronto.ca/home/covid-19

jamesmaloney.libparl.ca
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NEW local business feature

WHERE

IMAGINING
BECOMES REAL
BY ANDREA FANJOY
HEAD OF SENIOR SCHOOL
fully understand the attraction. While
I’m still at the beginning of getting to
know Humber Bay Shores, the awe was
immediate. Shimmering Lake Ontario
and stunning bird species that I seem to
ﬁnd only on the local Facebook Group.
People of all ages, backgrounds, and languages walking, running, cycling, sailing,
and picnicking. I’m sure we all have a
lengthy list of what we ﬁnd beautiful
about this Toronto neighbourhood.
Allow me to introduce the KCS Senior
School and share two features of HBS that
especially inspire us.
The KCS (Kingsway College School)
Senior School is scheduled to open its
doors at the base of the Eau de Soleil Sky
Tower (2183 Lake Shore Blvd. West) in September 2022. Currently, KCS is an
elementary school that’s been located on
Dundas St. West, just west of Royal York
Blvd. for the past 32 years. I’ve been at KCS
for 19 of those years, as a teacher, administrator, and regular member of numerous
committees over the years working to
launch grades 9 to 12. We’re an independent school, meaning we receive no

I
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government funding and aren’t connected
to a public or separate school board. Therefore, we have the opportunity to own more
decisions around how to deliver the Ministry curriculum, and the school
experience, to our students. We take that
opportunity seriously, and have created a
school program that is deeply committed
to developing all students as capable
learners, artists, athletes, and citizen

leaders. Our community includes highly
engaged parents and alumni, including
many from Humber Bay Shores. A registered charity, all money earned through
tuition and donations is invested into the
diﬀerence we make.
That leads to the ﬁrst feature. It’s
readily apparent that HBS is a neighbourhood built with intention. It reﬂects what
we’re learning about the world and the
challenges that need addressing. From
respect for the expansive shared greenspace, attention to supporting a diverse
ecosystem, an installation for stormwater
management, and trails for human health
and well-being, this neighbourhood is
being built in the same way we are
working to build education — apply all
you know, engage your imagination, roll
up your sleeves, and take trailblazing
steps. It’s evident that those living and
working in HBS are thoughtful, even passionate stewards of the neighbourhood.
We bring that same passion to our work
and look forward to our students learning
from the example of not just their
teachers and parents but also the HBS
community.
The second feature relates directly to
the ﬁrst. Ours will be a school that
embraces the breadth of learning that’s
possible when you step outside. Of
course, we will have a facility designed to
fully support secondary subjects. But we
know that much of what’s worth learning
won’t come from a textbook, and not
even a classroom. Seeing how their subjects play out in the world is the

enrichment our program promises. Our
students and faculty will regularly engage
with external Learning Partners (and we
hope many will come from HBS) to learn
about the pressures and opportunities on
the minds of those who shape the community, the GTA, and beyond. Our
students will visit the greenspaces and
facilities that make up their ‘place’, from
Lake Ontario and the Humber ecosystem,
to Lakeshore Arts and the Ontario Science
Centre. Importantly, our students will
learn by working with community organizations and applying their growing
knowledge and skills by making a diﬀerence outside the classroom. Every subject
can be applied in ways that matter. Our
school intends to do just that!
For 32 years, KCS has been a small
school with a big imagination. We look
forward to joining this thoughtful, passionate community, learning more about
its beauties and challenges, and having
our Senior School students inspired by
the HBS example to become the stewards
we all know they can be. HH
Anyone wishing to learn more about the KCS
Senior School is encouraged to visit our webpages and sign-up for the Senior School
newsletter. The KCS Senior School is opening
this September with a grade 9 class at a temporary Bloor West Village location. Andrea
Fanjoy, Head of Senior School, can be reached
at afanjoy@kcs.on.ca and looks forward to
getting to know residents and business
owners in the exceptional HBS community.
kcs.on.ca • kcs.on.ca/senior-school
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COMMUNITY News

FROM THE DESK OF

CHRISTINE HOGARTH, MPP

MAKING LIFE BETTER
ON OUR LAKESHORE
FOR OURSELVES
AND OUR PETS
T
hey say it is the little things in life
that matter most. At the onset of the
pandemic, I found that I was calling
my friends and family more than ever
before. And like many Ontarians, I
noticed myself going on more walks
around my neighbourhood. It was on
these evening walks along the lakeshore
when I took a step back to appreciate the
beauty of our city. From the greenery to
the wildlife to the boardwalk with its
incredible view of our city skyline, it is a
picturesque scene that I took for granted
before the pandemic.
I think many of us have never appreciated Etobicoke and the incredible beauty
of our home more than in this past year.
And as the weather has improved, more
and more people are coming to Humber
Bay Shores.
I get it. It’s warm outside, most Torontonians are vaccinated, and people want
to socialize as we begin to adjust to a
new normal, but it’s very frustrating to
see our parks being tainted by litter.
While we need to prevent litter from
happening in the future, your provincial
government is also doing what it can to
preserve our parks and lakes for future
generations to come. We have invested
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$14 million annually on important initiatives to protect and restore the Great
Lakes. We’ve also implemented a Madein-Ontario plan that outlines effective
and affordable ways to protect our environment. Our program includes
reducing plastic pollution, restoring
native species and habitats, and lowering greenhouse gas emissions. Our
government has modernized and
updated Blue Box regulations to hold
product producers responsible for the
lifecycle of their products and packaging. That way, taxpayers pay less for
recycling, and companies pay more.
Bringing about positive and sustained change takes time. Protecting our
environment starts at the ground level,
with each of us. For that reason, I kindly
ask that every resident of EtobicokeLakeshore make a conscious effort to
keep our neighbourhoods clean. Beyond
disposing of garbage properly, I ask that
we celebrate responsibly. It was great to
see Torontonians enjoy Victoria Day and
Canada Day, but the number of fireworks set off on these weekends was
excessive. And increasingly, people are
lighting fireworks almost every
weekend in our neighbourhood. As the

summer begins to wind down, I’m sure
some plan to get together with friends
and family to celebrate. I encourage celebration (as long as you’re following
public health guidelines!). All I ask is
that you celebrate without fireworks.
Not only do they pose a fire risk and
spread debris throughout our parks,
beaches, and lakes, but they also traumatize our pets and local wildlife.
Five years ago, my husband Paul and
I adopted a rescue dog named Bruce. As
a pet owner, it breaks my heart to see
how much anxiety fireworks can create
for Bruce and our pets and local wildlife.
Instead of buying fireworks for your
end-of-summer gatherings, I encourage
you and your friends to spend that
money elsewhere, like a local store or
restaurant. By refraining from buying
fireworks, not only are you helping to
keep our communities clean, but you’re
also giving pets like Bruce and their
owners some peace of mind and serenity
as they end their evening. HH
Christine Hogarth is the MPP for Etobicoke—
Lakeshore. She lives near Mimico with her
husband Paul and her rescue crew: dog Bruce
and cat Edward.
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COMMUNITY SERVICE
ANNOUNCEMENT FROM THE HBSCA

FIREWORKS
N

o doubt you are aware of the issues

being discharged from local condo build-

related to the ongoing discharge of

ings in the area.

ﬁreworks in our community. The

We all have to be part of the solution,

Humber Bay Shores Condominium Associ-

and these behaviours are dangerous and

ation has been working with the local

could lead to ﬁres or injury. Please ensure

Councillor and the City of Toronto to address

that residents in your building are not dis-

ﬁreworks related issues in our local parks.

charging

ﬁreworks

from

balconies,

Over the Canada Day weekend, Toronto

common spaces, or any other area of condo

Police were out in our community to

private property. Please instruct your secu-

respond to the increase in ﬁreworks

rity services to be vigilant, and to take

related complaints. While they were in

appropriate action to stop the discharge of

the parks, they saw a number of ﬁreworks

ﬁreworks on condo property.

HH
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local business feature

A WORKOUT

FOR YOUR BRAIN
LIKE YOUR BODY, YOUR BRAIN NEEDS EXERCISE TO KEEP WORKING WELL
hy do we keep looking for intellectual stimulation in retirement?
Learning is fun and makes us feel
engaged, enriched and current. These are
some of the reasons why Seniors have
been ﬂocking to Learning Unlimited Etobicoke (LU) since 1977.
What do we do? LU hires leading educators and professionals to give
entertaining and challenging lectures for
Seniors from Etobicoke and beyond.
In the mid 1970s we started with a
small group seeking intellectual stimulation in retirement through aﬀordable
daytime lectures aimed at deepening our
understanding of the world around us.
Our ﬁrst ad in the Etobicoke Guardian
resulted in a response from 50 residents
eager to investigate this learning opportunity. We formally launched our lectures
series in 1978 with input from Humber
and Glendon Colleges as well as a start-up
grant from the Ontario government program “New Horizons”. From that day
onward, LU has been self-sustaining,
paying its own way and making contributions to the community.
As the group grew, we needed to ﬁnd a
larger auditorium and in 1983 moved to
Fairﬁeld Seniors’ Centre with its 180person capacity. In 1986 we became the
non-proﬁt Corporation of Learning
Unlimited for Etobicoke Seniors, an independent organization that does not
support any political, commercial or selfserving activities. The vision of a few
people has developed into an outstanding organization run by dedicated
volunteers oﬀering mature adults the

W
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opportunity to “widen their horizons
with Learning Unlimited”. Learning
Unlimited is a founding member of the
Third Age Network (TAN), an association
of 31 groups across Ontario that operate
self-managed,
non-proﬁt
lifelong
learning programs in their communities.
When the pandemic forced the shutdown of our Fairﬁeld Centre lecture
facilities, this closure gave us the opportunity to extend our oﬀerings to a wider
audience through ZOOM. The ZOOM platform allowed us to expand our audience
with no geographic limitations, and we
now welcome hundreds of attendees
from large and small Canadian communities stretching from Quebec to British
Columbia.
What attracts so many attendees from
such far-ﬂung communities? It is the calibre of knowledgeable speakers and the
variety of our oﬀerings. Our lecturers are
university professors, notable journalists,
and other subject matter experts whose

education, experiences, curiosity and
proven presentation skills engage our
audiences and generate stimulating
question periods. Topics include architecture, the arts and entertainment,
biography, ﬁlm studies, geography, history, law, literature, philosophy, political
science, psychology, comparative religion, and science and technology. Our
weekly lectures oﬀer a balance of topics
in our Fall (8 lectures) and Winter (10 lectures) series. Each session takes place
between 10 a.m. – 12 p.m. on successive
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays
with a one-hour lecture followed by a
one-hour Q & A period. The fee for each
entire series is only $35.
Our following Fall 2021 lectures series
will start the week of October 19:
• Advancements in Medicine with Phillip
Wood,
• Perils in Paradise: Oceanic Islands with
Tony Davis
• The Intersection & Overlap of Film, Original Music and Pop Culture Part II –
From 1970 to the Present with Bob
Bryden.
• Our following Winter 2022 lecture
series will start the week of January 11:
• Espionage: The Second Oldest Job in the
World with Olivier Courteaux
• The Roaring Twenties (NY, Paris, Berlin)
with Peter Harris
• The Nordic Nations with Carolyn Harris HH
For more information on LU, its history, volunteer committees, course outlines and how to
register, please go to: www.learningunlimitedetobicoke.com.
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COMMUNITY News

FROM THE DESK OF

JAMES MALONEY, M.P.
t has been quite a year and a half. It is
an understatement to say it has been
challenging.
The resilience of our community
combined with the endless stories of the
generosity of our neighbors have made
me so proud to live in EtobicokeLakeshore. But none of it was easy.
The pandemic exposed many inequalities in our society and while it has been
diﬃcult to come face to face with them,
we are making changes that will create a
more just society, a fairer society where
everyone can live up to their full potential.
Our hard-working business owners and
their staﬀ had to cope with lockdowns and
public health restrictions, and they played
an important role in helping us ﬂatten the
curve. As they welcome us back to almostregular business, we have a renewed
appreciation for all they did to keep us safe.
All frontline workers are heroes now and
we thank every one of them for their dedication and courage to go to work in diﬃcult
times. Now, it is up to us to support them
and to buy local as much as possible.
The pandemic highlighted just how
much work needs to be done to address
the systemic issues within long-term
care facilities. In addition to the annual
$40 billion healthcare budget allocated to
provinces and territories through the
Canada Health Transfer, a further $3 billion will be invested by Health Canada to
speciﬁcally address national standards to
aﬀect permanent change in the longterm care sector across the country.
We also recognize the importance of
supporting seniors at home, which is

I

why Budget 2021 introduced a new Age
Well Initiative. As we know, the pandemic has been incredibly isolating for
many elderly individuals. This program
will address this issue by matching vulnerable seniors with volunteers through
community-based organizations in order
to help them with any assistance they
might require in their lives.
As we move forward and come to terms
with our past actions and the impact on
Indigenous Canadians and their families,
we will focus on making things better. It
our responsibility to do so.
As I think back over the pandemic, even
though we battled a giant, we accomplished a lot. I am proud of the work we
did. The Toronto Caucus, which I chair,
ensured Toronto got its fair share of support from the federal government during
the pandemic and we continue to ﬁght for
our community on the issues that are
important to you including transit,
business supports, seniors and the environment. We passed Bill C-12. It is the ﬁrst
time a Canadian government has legislated emissions reductions accountability
to address climate change. It establishes
Canada among global leaders in setting

credible and achievable plans for reaching
net-zero emissions, laying the groundwork
for a clean and prosperous future for our
country and our children.
The conversation we are now having
on all these issues is good. As we build
back better and stronger, we will do so
honouring the values that make us Canadian. It is a time of renewal and a time of
hope. We will do it, just as we are getting
through the pandemic, together. HH

James Maloney is the Federal Member of
Parliament for Etobicoke-Lakeshore and has
been a resident in the riding for 42 years. Prior
to becoming the M.P., Mr. Maloney served as
the City Councillor for Ward 5 and practised
law, full-time, as a partner at Hughes Amys.
CONTACT INFO: phone 416-251-5510
email: james.maloney@parl.gc.ca
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COMMUNITY News

OUT WITH THE “BANG”
IN HUMBER BAY SHORES!
BY BRUNO CLAUSI PHOTOS: ETOBICOKE FIREWORKS REMEDIATION COMMITTEE
uring particular public holidays,
many of us enjoy watching spectacular displays of ﬁreworks organized
by the city at various locations. Many
also purchase ﬁreworks for their own private celebrations at home. However, over
the years, incidents of people setting oﬀ
ﬁreworks in public spaces on any day at
all hours of the night have been
increasing, and our own Humber Bay
Park seems to be a popular spot to do so.
Almost every weekend, illegal ﬁreworks have disrupted residents and
wildlife of Humber Bay Shores. A local
group, Etobicoke Fireworks Remediation
Committee promotes the safe and enjoyable use of ﬁreworks in our community.
The group had a symbolic protest against
illegal ﬁreworks in Humber Bay Park East
on Canada Day. Group members handed
out ﬂyers outlining the negative eﬀects
on wildlife and outlining four important
points from the bylaws about ﬁreworks.
The City of Toronto Fireworks Bylaw
states that ﬁreworks are banned in city
parks and on beaches. Fireworks are not
to be set oﬀ in a street, a parking lot, or
any private property that is not one’s own.
Fireworks can be set oﬀ on one’s own private property without a permit only on
Victoria Day and Canada Day, but a permit
is required for all other days.
Fireworks are scientiﬁcally proven to
have negative eﬀects on the environment, humans, pets, and wildlife.
Humber Bay Park is used by over 200
species of wild birds as a nesting and
migratory resting point. Many wild ani-

D
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mals such as coyotes, foxes, minks,
beavers, raccoons, turtles, and more
inhabit it. Sudden and unexpected noise
from ﬁreworks is known to disorient,
trigger fear, and cause animals to panic
leading to uncontrolled and dangerous
reactions. Birds have been observed
ﬂeeing in terror and crashing into buildings or trees. Some animals leave their
young and may struggle to return or may
completely abandon them. These animals may also end up in unfamiliar or
unsafe areas, or they may run across busy
roads. In fact, an area resident saw a
family of raccoons running across Marine
Parade Drive one night to escape the ﬁreworks that were just set oﬀ.
From an environmental perspective,
smoke from the ﬁreworks contains a
mixture of compounds, traces of heavy
metals and other toxic chemicals or

gases, which contributes to air pollution
and ﬁnds its way to waterways. This has
potential long-term implications for
humans and deﬁnitely causes problems
for wildlife and its habitats. The garbage
left from burnt-out remains of ﬁreworks
and empty packaging is also poisonous to
birds and other wildlife.
No one wants to be a party-pooper,
but ﬁreworks have their time and place.
The illegal use of ﬁreworks is inconsiderate and irresponsible. How about
“silent” ﬁreworks or light shows? The
residents and wildlife of our community
may very well appreciate celebrating
without a bang. HH

For more information or to become
a member follow us on Facebook
(Friends of Humber Bay Park)
friendsofhumberbaypark@gmail.com

WWW.HBSCA.CA
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NEW local business feature

ver the last year you may have noticed the cute pink

height of a global pandemic, but it may have turned out to

and green cars cruising up and down Lakeshore Blvd

be the best time to start a cleaning service. Life Maid Easy,

and wondered what they were all about? Welcome

Toronto Franchise, was launched in March 2020 and John

new business Life Maid Easy to the HBS community!

hit the ground running! The sudden heightened demand

Humber Bay Shores resident John Hope never imagined

for cleaning and disinfecting has kept John and his team

that he would be starting a new business during the

very busy.

O

HH

CUSTOMIZE YOUR CLEAN
Life Maid Easy has a unique approach to
cleaning services (see about us below) but
one of the most notable oﬀerings is the
opportunity to have your cleaning products (supplied by Life Maid Easy) infused
with an essential oil of your choice. Of
course, if that's not your preference , a
complete odourless clean is no problem.
If you are in the market to use a cleaning
service, whether it's once a week, a month
or a year, support your local community
business and give Life Maid Easy a try!

BACKGROUND
Life Maid Easy was founded in 2009 in
beautiful British Columbia. The goal was
to improve the standard of home cleaning
services and ﬁll a void in the marketplace.
With a focus on excellent customer service, superior cleaning products and a
selective recruiting and training program
for their staﬀ all the pieces were in place.
Life Maid Easy is determined to step above
the competition and provide clients with
the reliability and service they deserve.
Life is short, get out there and spend time
doing what you love most and leave the
dirty work to Life Maid Easy!
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COMMUNITY NEWS

FROM THE DESK OF COUNCILLOR

Mark Grimes

ur community has always experienced an uptick in the use of
ﬁreworks during the summer
months, but the increase we’ve seen in
waterfront parks across Toronto during
the COVID-19 pandemic has been
alarming. This concern comes from the
negligent, disrespectful, and downright
dangerous behaviour exhibited by those
setting oﬀ these ﬁreworks. There were
reports of people shooting ﬁreworks at
enforcement oﬃcers, and over the Victoria Day long weekend a bird habitat in
Colonel Samuel Smith Park was
destroyed by a ﬁre started by ﬁreworks.
This is why I have taken signiﬁcant steps
to address this ongoing issue.
Last October, I called for a review of the
City’s ﬁreworks bylaw to ﬁnd out how it
could be strengthened to give relief to our
community. City staﬀ conducted a survey
to see what Torontonians knew about the
ﬁreworks bylaw, and it was found that the
majority of respondents weren’t aware of
the existing rules and restrictions. When

O
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City Staﬀ reported back prior to the Victoria
Day long weekend, many of their recommendations focused on education. We had
increased enforcement over the holiday to
educate and issue tickets where necessary,
but the challenges experienced that
weekend demonstrated a need to further
strengthen the bylaw.
In June, City Council passed my motion
to ban the possession of ﬁreworks in
Toronto parks and beaches. The use of ﬁreworks is already prohibited in city parks,
but enforcement oﬃcers need to witness
the actual discharge in order to issue a
ticket. My motion takes this a step further
as there is no reason why someone would
be bringing ﬁreworks into a park, unless
they intend on using them — this change
gives our enforcement teams another tool
to address ﬁreworks use before it happens.
My motion also led to the installation of
more signs, and a broad communications
plan to inform the public about the
changes to the bylaw. Finally, my motion
sought to identify a funding source for

having enforcement in our parks after
midnight on long weekends when most of
the activity is occurring.
While we still experienced some challenges over the Canada Day long
weekend, Toronto Police and Municipal
Licensing & Standards (MLS) were able to
educate and enforce the new rules. They
issued a number of ﬁreworks related
tickets, and intercepted many would-be
ﬁreworks users who were coming into
the park over the course of the weekend.
In July, Council approved another
motion, this time to look at the feasibility
of restricting the sale of consumer ﬁreworks, and the creation of stronger
policies to revoke vendor permits linked
to illegal ﬁrework use. Staﬀ were also
directed to review vendor licensing fees
to see if these can be used to help fund
enforcement. You can stay up to date on
this issue by signing up for my eNews at
www.markgrimes.ca.
Please continue to report illegal ﬁrework use to 311. I know that it can seem
fruitless at times, but this gives us the
data we need to bring new bylaws into
place, and it helps me to advocate for
more resources for our area. I’ll continue
to work with you all to strengthen our
bylaws, and ensure that Humber Bay
Shores continues to be the community
we know and love. HH
Mark Grimes is the Councillor for Ward 3
Etobicoke-Lakeshore. He is a life-long resident, activist and businessperson in south
Etobicoke. He can be reached by email at
councillor_grimes@toronto.ca, or by phone
at 416-397-9273

WWW.HBSCA.CA
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311 TORONTO
HOW IT HELPS
TO ADDRESS CONCERNS
here are a number of ways that the
City of Toronto’s policy making
decisions are made or inﬂuenced.
One attention getter is the 311 calls, which
according to a recent Toronto Star newspaper article, annually amount to about
1.1 million service calls and 40,000
online messages. They also indicated that
annually there are many thank you calls
highlighting good deeds performed by
some City workers.
We want to encourage Humber Bay
Shores residents to call 311 to address
specific needs and issues in our area.
These calls and messages provide information that can be analyzed and used
by City Councillors, Police Departments, City Planners, Traffic and
Transportation and other relevant
departments with regard to planning
and budgeting. The 311 calls can collectively provide data that can be used to
not only understand some of the problems and concerns occurring in our
community, but also to dedicate
resources to deal with them.
The documented concerns expressed
by residents through the 311 calls are
available to the City Councillor to assist
in ensuring that they are dealt with in a
timely fashion. For example, 311 data
backed the need for more resources in
the community. This helped the
Humber Bay Shores Condominium
Association work with Councillor

T

Grimes to advocate for more enforcement officers for the area to deal with
fireworks, bonfires and large gatherings.
Through the 311 data, the City saw the
rise in fireworks complaints and this
enabled the Councillor to pass a bylaw
prohibiting the possession of fireworks
when visiting a City park. Fireworks are
not permitted to be set off in any City
parks, even on Victoria Day or Canada
Day. Bonfires are also prohibited. Your
calls to 311 help to show the time and
place where problems are occurring, so
that the City can better plan the allocation of resources.
Other expressed areas of concern
include requiring that dogs remain
leashed at all times except in the areas
designated as dog runs and that owners
are picking up after them. Most owners
adhere to these rules and bylaw enforcement has been working to inform
people that there are fines attached to
breaking these rules. In addition, the
picking up of litter along the pathways
and emptying the garbage cans has
become more frequent. Residents
would also like to have more attention
being given to Jean Augustine Park in
terms of scheduling the sprinkler
system to water the grass and litter
removal.
The Humber Bay Shores Condominium Association continues to work
on improving the services in our com-

munity. Each 311 call helps in that
endeavour to make living in Humber Bay
Shores a continued positive experience.
To that end we would like to obtain feedback from our community regarding a
future initiative pertaining to the following areas:
• The entrance to our community on
Park Lawn where there are three unattractive underpass walls…a canvas for
graﬃti even when painted over.
• The north side of Lake Shore Blvd, east
of Brookers Lane to Palace Pier Court is
a frequent hotspot for litter and can
require some additional lawn maintenance outside of the usual schedule.
• The Gardiner wall on either side of the
streetcar entrance…a canvas for graﬃti
even when painted over.
• The streetcar tunnel … a canvas for
graﬃti.
To help reduce unwanted graﬃti, the
City has a Street Art program where we
can request assistance. The program was
initiated in 2012 as part of the City’s Grafﬁti Management Plan and aims to have
tasteful murals painted in areas similar
to the above areas described. This would
be one option to explore. We therefore
would like your feedback on this initiative and would be interested in any
suggestions you might have. You can log
your ideas/suggestions at the Humber
Bay Shores Condominium Association
website: hbsca.ca HH
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